
(proposed EXAMINER 'S amendment I* 7 

Cancel claims 1, 5-8, and 18 and substitute the following claims therefor. 

19. (new) A method for sterilizing a bottle comprising the following steps in 
sequence: 

a) preheating the bottle to a temperature of at least 40 °C, wherein the step of 
preheating comprises the steps of 

i) preheating the entire bottle from a first source applying heat to the 
interior of the bottle, and 

ii) separately preheating the neck portion of the bottle by applying heat 
from a second source to an exterior surface of the neck portion; 

b) supplying a disinfectant mist to the interior of the bottle; 

c) heating the bottle into which the disinfectant mist has been supplied; 

d) discharging the disinfectant mist from the bottle; and 
d) rinsing the inside of the bottle after discharging the disinfectant mist 

therefrom. 



20. (new) The method as claimed in claim 19, further comprising providing a 
predetermined waiting period between the steps of supplying the disinfectant mist to the 
bottle and discharging the disinfectant mist from the bottle. 



21 . (new) The method as claimed in claim 19, further comprising providing a 
predetermined waiting period between the steps of discharging the disinfectant mist from 
the bottle and rinsing the inside of the bottle. 

22. (new) The method as claimed in claim 19, wherein a blast of hot air is supplied 
into the bottle into which the mist has been supplied so as to achieve both the heating of 
the bottle and the discharging of the disinfectant mist. 

23. (new) The method as claimed in claim 19, wherein the step of rinsing the inside 
of the bottle comprises supplying a heated rinsing fluid into the bottle. 

24. (new) The method as claimed in claim 19, wherein the step of preheating the 
bottle comprises supplying a hot air blast from the first and second sources of heat. 
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In the Specification: 

The following amendments to the Specification are amending the replacement paragraph 
[0011] filed with the amendment of 23 April 2004. 

In line 4 of replacement paragraph [001 1] insert -air— between "hot" and "blast", so as to 
read "hot air blast". 

In line 9 of replacement paragraph [001 1] insert -air— between "hot" and "blast". 
In line 1 1 of replacement paragraph [001 1] insert -air— between "hot" and "blast". 



These amendments are not considered to be introducing new matter into the specification 

because the particular Japanese character used kf tne Japanese language specification 

-Af- 
filed 12 February 2002 implies that the "hot blast" is indeed a "hot air" blast. 



